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The California Health and Human Services Agency and its Departments are reviewing the 
federal government's final Public Charge Rule and assessing the potential impacts on 
California families and communities. As indicated in the federal government’s notice, the 
final Public Charge Rule will take effect 60 days after formal publication on the Federal 
Register. In other words, the final rule will take effect in mid-September. The federal notice 
also states that means-tested public benefits received before the rule's effective date will 
not be considered under the new rule. Previously, cash-assistance for income 
maintenance and long-term institutionalization assistance were considered for public 
charge purposes and will continue to be considered. In addition, the federal notice explains 
that federal agencies will issue interim guidance soon. As we continue our review of the 
federal guidance and final rule, we will post information for Californians about what this 
rule means for them at chhs.ca.gov. 

 
We are concerned that this federal rule will create confusion and discourage eligible 
families from seeking critical services. 
 
While we analyze the details, our message to communities across California is simple: 
seek information from trusted sources. This may not apply to you, and be careful of scams. 
Consult qualified immigration legal service providers if you have questions, and know that 
California has routinely fought back against harmful federal policies, including prior public 
charge rules and remains committed to building healthy, inclusive communities where all 
people can thrive. 

 
Over the last year, the state has expanded information, resources and coordination among 
key community partners to help Californians navigate these changes, so immigrant families 
can make the best decisions for themselves and their loved ones. Across the state, regional 
hubs are connecting trusted messengers with families to help them understand changing 
federal rules, assess their immigration and health risks and connect with services that 
support their well-being. Helping Californians in this way supports not only families but 
also helps reduce the consequences for local communities when eligible individuals avoid 
accessing public programs out of fear. This work relies on the state’s important 
investments in regional coordination that connects legal services, community health 
workers, community service providers, schools and others to better support immigrant 
families. 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FWJi7wCkLPXZ%3Fe%3D6c7af034a1%26c2id%3D7ad10a3f275316d29f54beb6fbfdd074&data=05%7C02%7CSaeleeS%40saccounty.gov%7C11bf1225e35d4040e7df08dee3a1872a%7C2b077431a3b04b1cbb77f66a1132daa2%7C0%7C0%7C639198480080404177%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ezKEYmS5lsAMo8hPdvUXJpSKIdrJ7VmCfoINJmiaFbw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FHimcn8yYekm%3Fe%3D6c7af034a1%26c2id%3D7ad10a3f275316d29f54beb6fbfdd074&data=05%7C02%7CSaeleeS%40saccounty.gov%7C11bf1225e35d4040e7df08dee3a1872a%7C2b077431a3b04b1cbb77f66a1132daa2%7C0%7C0%7C639198480080437392%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dJGHwG3BLxKcG%2FRuVitWrLayYfEkZmYP%2F8n6m7kwP0k%3D&reserved=0
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A list of nonprofit organizations qualified to assist individuals is available on the California 
Department of Social Services website. 
 
The state is also developing a dedicated Public Charge webpage that will serve as a central 
source for updates, resources, and guidance as additional information becomes available. 
Californians are encouraged to check the CalHHS website for the latest guidance. 
 
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FL2zt3fBwJNh%3Fe%3D6c7af034a1%26c2id%3D7ad10a3f275316d29f54beb6fbfdd074&data=05%7C02%7CSaeleeS%40saccounty.gov%7C11bf1225e35d4040e7df08dee3a1872a%7C2b077431a3b04b1cbb77f66a1132daa2%7C0%7C0%7C639198480080468430%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VuT3JWE6nwifyLWBNVw5IyQZcnUI3lA1G0%2FazwbWrXk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FL2zt3fBwJNh%3Fe%3D6c7af034a1%26c2id%3D7ad10a3f275316d29f54beb6fbfdd074&data=05%7C02%7CSaeleeS%40saccounty.gov%7C11bf1225e35d4040e7df08dee3a1872a%7C2b077431a3b04b1cbb77f66a1132daa2%7C0%7C0%7C639198480080468430%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VuT3JWE6nwifyLWBNVw5IyQZcnUI3lA1G0%2FazwbWrXk%3D&reserved=0

